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A farmer friend in a khaki uniform and  

his innovative social work 

 
Arun Baliram Magar 

Dy Supdt. of Police (Rtd) 

INTRODUCTION 

 After retirement, I considered whether I could give something 

back to others from what I had. With this objective, I 

organized over 12,000 silk-producing farmers in Maharashtra 

and India. 
 

I strongly felt that a lot of market data in the silk 

sector was not compiled. As a result, the market fluctuations 

or detailed analysis were not understood, nor was it clear 

where the market rates were higher. Since the main markets 

for silk were in other states, there was also a language barrier. 

The difference in rates between our market and outside 

markets was not understood. Past prices were also not known. 

Farmers faced these and many other problems. 
 

I studied these issues and overcame them, and for the 

past one and a half years, I have been providing daily prices 

and their detailed analysis online. Such a database is not 

available anywhere else. Also, other useful information such 

as farmers' numbers, office numbers, mulberry cultivation, 

seed centers, training centers, nursery information, buyer 

market information, guidance from experienced officers and 

farmers, important notes from officers, etc., and much more 

information has been made available online. Being online, it 

can be viewed anytime, anywhere. On the group, farmers 

constantly engage in discussions, share experiences, and 

resolve difficulties. As a result, many have benefited. 
 

This work consumes a lot of time every day, but it is 

satisfying because it is extremely useful to the farmers. The 

online information has been viewed more than 9+ lakh times 

at National level. The number of farmers in the group from 

India has reached over 12,000. It is a matter of pride that the 

number of farmers from Maharashtra is very high. It took two 

years to collect and process this information.  
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This work has been made possible by social 

media. Otherwise, organizing such a large and 

scattered group of farmers would have been 

virtually impossible. With continuous access 

to data from major markets in India and the 

emergence of price discrepancies, our local 

markets also improved in offering higher 

prices, and farmers started receiving 

competitive rates. Farmers also began and 

continue to go to markets offering higher 

prices. This is definitely helping to improve 

the farmers' standard of living and quality of 

life. 
 

This work has certainly made the path to 

progress easier for farmers with the help of 

technology, and they are also embracing 

technology.  

 

Since the work is being done in coordination 

with silk entrepreneurs and the Maharashtra 

State Sericulture Department, it is definitely 

helping in the growth of the silk industry in 

Maharashtra. 
 

This valuable and exemplary work for farmers 

has been done with the inspiration of enriching 

one's own life while enriching the lives of 

others. The main objective of this work is to 

provide accurate, timely, and reliable 

information to farmers with the help of 

modern technology. Specifically, this work is 

ongoing and will continue to reduce losses due 

to lack of information in the sericulture sector, 

empower silk entrepreneurs to understand 

market fluctuations, promote sustainable 

agriculture, and thereby improve the lives of 

entrepreneurs. 

 

         

        Mr. Magar has also been honored by the government, including: 

Director General of Police Insignia, 

Honored by the Governor and the Chief Minister, 

Honorable President's Medal, etc. 
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